
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IFBW Highland September Newsletter 

 

September meeting: 
 Our monthly meeting will be held Monday, September 11.  The meeting will 

be hosted by the Legislation Committee. We are proud to have two guest speakers 

from the Illinois ERA – Susan Bramlet-Lavin and Cindy Buys.    Bramlet-Lavin is 
the Executive Director for Illinois NOW and has been a long-time advocate, 

activist, and lobbyist for the ERA.   Buys is a Professor of Law and Director of 

International Law Programs at the Southern Illinois University School of Law.  
 

The meeting will be held at Windows on Broadway; pizza dinner will be served 

for $10.  Networking begins at 6:00, dinner will begin at 6:15.  Visit our Facebook 
page (Illinois Federation of Business Womens Clubs Inc – Highland) for more 

information and to RSVP, or call Jen at 618-654-9340/ e-mail 
jen@thechocolateaffair.com 

 

Public Relations: 
Kids Zone at Street Art Fest – September 16 

This year’s Street Art is set for September 16, and once again our LO will be 

hosting the Kids Zone for kids up to age 12.  Our hours will be 11am to 6 pm with 

3 hour shifts (setting up at 10 am).   You can sign up on the electronic sign-up 

 

 
 

 

Go For It! 

mailto:jen@thechocolateaffair.com


sheet Jen created (link below) – or there will be a sign up at the Sept. meeting as 

well. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4baea92eaaf58-street1 

Our crafts this year involve cardboard egg cartons and TP rolls, so we are 

in need of both. Please drop them off to Jen at the Chocolate Affair or to 
Paula at the Chamber. 

 

Our crafts this year are egg carton critters, TP animals/Halloween 
characters, TP bird feeder and (hopefully) painted rocks. 

 

Paula  

 

Save the date: Wednesday, October 18
th

 

IFBW Highland Witch’s Night Out  

A Meet and Greet @ The Chocolate Affair 

Bring some friends in your best witch hat for a social evening with sweets, 

appetizers and wine.  More details to come! 

 
 

 “We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice 
because thorn bushes have roses.” 

 
 

― Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4baea92eaaf58-street1


 

 

Choices:  
 
CHOICES –  

 

Love this quote, as making the  

right decision(s) can be difficult.   

On September 29th the 8th  

graders at HMS are about to  

ind out!  This year we expect  

213 students to travel through the Reality Store.  

 

The Realty store is a life-skills program presented to the 8th graders in Highland 

Middle School.  If not familiar to the program it is similar of the game, Life – 

they have to choose an occupation and pay bills…trying to budget their 

“money”.  

 

The forms have been completed by the students.  This should provide AMPLE 

time for those who volunteered with that task to print checks: Paula Redman, 

Janet Nicolaides, Jen Libbra & myself.   

 

Stuffing of checks will be September 26, meeting at my house, 39 Stone Drive, 

at 7pm.   

 

THE STORE – September 29th, to be comfortable and run smoothly a need for 

35-40 volunteers the day of the event is needed.  I’ve reached out business 

and people that volunteer in the community.  IF you have a family member, 

friend, neighbor, etc. that would be of interest – PLEASE bring them along!  

With the new school schedule, NEED to be at your station by 8A!  The program 

completes around 11.  

 

Your help is greatly appreciated!   

 

Susie Dewaele,  

Choices Chair 
 



 

 

 

 

September Birthdays! 

Joyce Zerban, 19 Fae Zeller, 27 

 

Welcome to our newest member, Ann Mahoney!  Please include Ann’s 

information in your member directory: 

 Ann Mahoney, 13805 Kayser Rd., Highland; annmahoney2014@gmail.com; 936-419-

7959; birthday: 2/4; anniversary date is 8/14/2017. 
 

 

 

 

 

Dues are due! 

The following members need to get out their checkbooks and write 2 checks:  $35 payable to 

IFBWC and $9 payable to Highland IFBW: 

Kathy 
Schneider 
(May) 

Susie Dewaele 
(August) 

Michelle 
Hagen 
(August) 

Lisa Sauer 
(Sept.) 

    
COMING UP:  October dues include Amy Kloss. 

The following members have paid their state dues but still owe the local dues of $9.  Please make your check payable 

to Highland IFBW:  

Ronda Schrage (Ronda, let me know if you have paid; I may be out of the loop!  

 

If you prefer to pay your state dues on line, no problem!  Just follow the prompts on your electronic invoice from the 

state or log in to the website, and it will lead you through a series of steps.  You can either pay with a credit card or 

thru PayPal (if you already have an account). 

Kathy Clark-Eller 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

“COLLECTIONS” 

DEPARTMENT 

 

mailto:nnmahoney2014@gmail.com


GUESTS EAT FREE! 

The “Guests Eat Free” program was started back in 2009, with the intention of 

encouraging our members to invite guests without feeling obligated to pay out of 

their own pockets.  The program served us very well for a number of years, with a 

fairly high success rate, which was measured by the number of guests who actually 

joined the organization.  In fact, in 2012-2013, the last year that I could find 

statistics for the program, we had a 43% success ratio, with 21 guests and 9 of 

them joining as members. 

The program works like this:  You invite a guest to come to a meeting; she 

completes a brief personal profile (name, address, email address, phone number) 

so that we can contact her; she receives a guest packet; she has a great time at our 

meeting, and either joins that night or says she wants to think about it.  A member 

of the Networking Committee will then follow up to see if she is interested in 

joining. 

A guest can only receive the free meal once; if she comes again as a guest, 

someone else pays. 

It’s easy, and we hope that you take advantage of it this year.  Think about your 

circle of friends and family, and invite them to our next meeting.  This is a great 

way to familiarize your guests with our mission and our members with no out-of-

pocket costs to you or to her.  Let our Courtesy Chair know that you have brought 

a guest, and Margaret will take care of it from there. 

As the adage says, there’s no such thing as a free lunch, but with Highland 

IFBWC, you can get a free dinner! 

 

 



  

 

    

Holiday Party: 

Plans for the Holiday Party are underway – attached is a flyer for you to pass along to your 

friends and family!  Monday, December 11
th

, we will have our annual holiday party and 

auction.  To change things up a bit, the theme will be a Pajama Party so come dressed in your 

favorite holiday pajamas!  We will also add a pound auction to the silent auction.  I ask that 

each member plan on donating one item for the pound auction – the item should weigh one 

pound and should be wrapped so no one knows what it is.  This item can be something nice 

like a pound of chocolate or something not so nice like a pound of sugar.  Please be creative 

and keep your item a secret!!  In addition to the pound auction, we will have a silent 

auction.  If every member could donate at least one item and then solicit one or two items from 

local businesses that would be great!  In the near future, I will circulate a list of businesses that 

have previously supported us so we can contact them early!  If you have any questions 

regarding the holiday party, please contact me. 

Don’t forget to RSVP and Share the event on Facebook! 

Thanks!  Michelle        

 

Twilight Home Tour: 

 Meeting Schedule: 

Tuesday, September 12                               Thursday, November 2 

Tuesday, October 3                                     Tuesday, November 14 

Tuesday, October 17                                   Tuesday November 28 

5:30 @ Lisa Sauer’s office 

 



Member News: 

Ladies Who Lunch:  A PROGRESSIVE LUNCHEON & SHOPPING EVENT  

Hosted by The Tin Shed – Furniture by Kloss, The Giving Tree, Swiss Gift Shop 

& Something Special by Penny, Windows on Broadway, and The Chocolate 

Affair.  

Proceeds benefit the HACSM Food Pantry. TICKETS: $5 AT THE TIN SHED 
ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT...MUST BE PURCHASED BETWEEN 10:00 

AM - NOON. NO ADVANCE TICKET SALES.  

Grab your girlfriends and join us for the 2nd annual progressive luncheon at 

Highland’s most unique gift and home décor shops. Each local shop will be 
serving one course of the luncheon and offering exclusive shopping deals and 

discounts just for you! At the end of the day, you will also have the chance to win 

attendance prizes! The fun begins at THE TIN SHED! You and your party can get 
started anytime between 10:00 and Noon. Shops will stay open into the afternoon. 

Flyer is attached and look Like The Tin Shed on FB to share the event 

 

Ladies Night Out, October 14 @ The Tin Shed 

Ready for a night out with your girlfriends? Then this is the event for you! We will 
have your favorite music playing, food and drinks for sale from Bella Milano & 

Global Brew, and tons of shopping available! Not only will you receive exclusive 

furniture discounts from our store, but we have invited other local vendors and 
businesses to set up for your shopping fun as well! We will have tons of 

attendance prizes and the first 50 ladies through the door will receive a free throw 

blanket courtesy of The Tin Shed! Oh.....and this is a FREE event! 
 

Please leave the kids at home as there will be NO CHILDREN ALLOWED. 18 
and over women only! 

 

(If you can't make it to this event, we will be holding the same event at our Kloss 



Furniture location in O'Fallon, IL the next weekend, Saturday, Oct. 21.) 

 
If you have questions, please contact Amy Kloss at akloss@klossfurniture.com. 

We are no longer accepting vendors because we are already at max capacity!!! 

 
See you in October! 
 

Flyer is attached! 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLAND  IFBW  

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

  August 14, 2017 
  Blue Springs Restraunt 

 
Welcome and Introductions: Jen Flath-Welcomed all and introduced any guests 

 

Collect and Pledge: Marlene Scholl/Janet Nicolaides 

 

Dinner & Program: Free Little Library-Donna Plocher 
 

BUSINESS MEETING-Called to order at 6:25 pm 

 

President’s Comments-none 

 

Minutes-June Minutes were posted in the newsletter. Kathy Clark made a motion to approve the June minutes as 

               written. Margaret Bennett seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence-No correspondence 

 

Treasurer Report-No updated treasurers report 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Public Relations-Paula Redman said that there was a sign up sheet in the red folder and could sign up on line for the 

Street Art Kids Zone to be held on Sept 16, 2017. Sign up was for 3 hour shifts. She explained some of the crafts she 

would be doing. 

 

Finance-They will present the budget at next months meeting. Any questions contact Michelle Hagen or Pat Stern. 

 

Choices-Reality Store Highland MS-9/2017-Sign up sheet for volunteers for the Reality Store was in the red folder. 



 

Christmas Home Tour-The Home Tour will be held on Dec 2, 2017. There will be a meeting at Lisa Sauer’s Office on 

Thursday at 5:30. 

 

Old Business –Audit was completed for 2016 and books were closed.  

 

New Business-Nomination for Michelle Hagen as treasurer. Jen asked if any other nominations. There were none. 

Paula Redman made a motion to approve Michelle Hagen by proclamation as IFBW Club Treasurer for 2017-2018 and 

to begin duties immediately, including but not limited to being added to the checking account and beginning bill 

payments . Dr. Pam Gromeyer seconded.  All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

October Meet and Greet will be in Oct. during Business Womans Week. It will be held at the Chocolate Affair with a 

Witches Night theme. There will be refreshments and a Witches Hat contest. More info to follow. 

 

            

At 8:15 a motion was made by Kathy Clark to adjourn meeting. Brenda Okai seconded. Motion Carried 

 

Submitted by Janet Nicolaides 

 

 

 

                                        

                                          

 

 

 

 



  


